Prepare for

FIRE SEASON GUIDE 2018-2019

California’s
New Normal?

Includes:
A public service in wildfire prevention brought to you by the U.S. Forest Service, your State Forester, and
supported by the Fire Safe Council of Nevada County, Nevada County Fire Chief’s and CAL FIRE.

Emergency Preparedness
and Evacuation Guide

To the Residents of Western Nevada County
This is California’s new normal. California wildfires are more
frequent and more destructive. Destructive fires in California have
increased in both number and severity over the last decades. Years
of fire suppression efforts have led to increased fuel loads. Recent
drought and bark beetle tree mortality has resulted in millions of
dead and dying trees and others significantly weakened to resist fires.
Warmer and longer summers, more homes and more people in the
wildland urban intermix all contribute to the new normal.
California is susceptible to fires year-round, but fires that occur in
the fall and now early winter can be especially dangerous. The effects
of hot, dry conditions during the summer worsen in later months due
to winds from the Great Basin. Known as Santa Ana winds in southern
California and Diablo (North) winds in our area, these powerful warm
winds cause fires to spread faster and quicker.
Homeowners, landowners, and firefighters must work together
to combat this situation to protect life and property. It starts with the
homeowner, fire resistive construction, defensible space and being
prepared. Can the firefighters locate your house quickly day or night?
Here are some things the Nevada County Fire Chiefs’ would like every
homeowner to plan and practice for, year-round:
— Provide at least 100 feet of defensible space and increase that if
your home is on a hill side.
— Consider areas under power lines as part of defensible space
planting. Planting trees under distribution lines is discouraged in
High Fire Threat Areas in favor of low growing fire resistant planting to

NO FIREWORKS
ALLOWED!
Nevada City has now
banned fireworks
with the rest of the
cities and county.
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increase defensible space.
— Make sure your address is clearly marked and visible day or
night.
— Plan your escape well in advance so you know what to take,
how to get out, which way to go, have a backup plan and practice
that as well.
— Have a plan of what to take rapidly, important papers, photos,
medications, pets, change of clothes, money.
— Know how to open the garage door during a power failure and
or install a battery backup.
— Have at least two escape routes in case you are cut off by fire.
— Will you receive an emergency alert to evacuate? Hard wired
home phone, cell phone registered with CodeRED and is it on at
night?
— For the hearing impaired or those with mobility issues do you
have a plan to receive alerts and the ability to get out?
— Last years destructive fires in October highlight that in some
instances there simply are not enough fire fighters and fire engines
to handle every emergency and defend every home, some will not
survive.
How disastrous will this year’s fire season be? Lots of vegetation
that is green now but drying out fast and the predication is for above
normal summer temperatures. Everything is in place for another bad
fire season.
Have you cleared your defensible space? Have you done your part
to prepare for this year’s fire season? Why not? Help us help you and
create that defensible space, that may be the difference in coming
home to a foundation of ashes or your home standing.

Fire Chiefs of Nevada County
Use Extreme Caution During These Activities!

HELP from the Fire Safe Council
will make you FIREWISE!
The Fire Safe Council of Nevada County is a non-profit, local volunteer based
organization dedicated to making Nevada County safer from catastrophic wildfire
through fire prevention education, fire break clearing projects, and creating Firewise
Communities/USA®.
FREE HELP:
• Defensible Space Advice at Your Home
• Year-Round, Drive-by Chipping Service
• Defensible Space Clearing for Low-Income Seniors & the Disabled
• Hazard Tree Removals for Low-Income Residents
• Educational Lending Library – Videos, Books, and Scientific Periodicals
• Emergency Evacuation Guide
• Scotch Broom Challenge – Weed Wrench Loans & Community Project Sites
• Fire Safe Products – Reflective Road/Address Signs & Fire Rated Tarps
• Firewise Communities/USA® Certification Assistance
• Neighborhood Education Presentations
• Reduced Cost Air Ambulance Service Memberships
For complete information on all programs and services, please visit www.areyoufiresafe.com
or call the Fire Safe Council at (530) 272-1122.

Together, we can make all of Nevada County fire safe!
Nevada County Firewise Communities/USA®!

Working together, residents can make their own property – and their entire neighborhood – much safer from wildfire. The Fire Safe Council of Nevada
County has been assisting individual neighborhoods in completing the National Fire Protection Association’s Firewise Communities/USA® certification process
for over 10 years. Nevada County currently has more certified Firewise Communities/USA® than any other county in California.
It begins with a few concerned citizens who form a committee. Next, a community wildfire hazard assessment is conducted in collaboration with a
Registered Professional Forester, your local fire department, and CAL FIRE. From this assessment, recommendations are given in how to best address the
wildfire hazards. The community committee develops an action plan to implement the recommendations. Once the action plan is in place, an educational
event is held to let residents know their part in implementing the action plan. The certification is renewed annually to keep a focus on the ongoing need for
vegetation management to reduce the wildfire fuel on the landscape.
Aside from being safer from wildfire by working together in your neighborhood to address the wildfire hazard, you may be eligible for a discount on your
homeowner’s insurance if you live in a certified Firewise Community/USA®. The United Services Automobile Association (USAA) announced a rate reduction
program for California which provides policyholders living in Firewise Communities/USA® a 5% discount on their homeowner’s insurance policy premium.
That’s real cash savings along with the peace of mind that you’ve done all you can to protect your family from the most significant natural disaster threating
Nevada County. Other insurance carriers are starting to notice the remarkable efforts of Firewise Communities, and are pre-qualifying those living in a Firewise
Community for homeowners insurance.
To learn more, contact the Fire Safe Council of Nevada County at (530) 272-1122 or online at www.areyoufiresafe.com
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PROTECT YOURSELF
& OUR FORESTS

DON’T BURN DOWN
OUR TOWN!

California’s beautiful forests are suffering. Years of drought and bark beetle
infestation have killed over 102
66 million trees since 2010. When dead trees
are near people, structures, or in the path of a wildfire, they can be
dangerous. Extra caution is required when visiting our forests this year—
take the following steps to protect yourself and your family.

WATCH OUT FOR DEAD TREES
• Keep a safe distance from dead trees to avoid
falling branches and limbs.
• Avoid dense stands of dead trees.
• Avoid setting up camp under or near dead trees.
• Avoid parking under dead trees.

DON’T SPARK A WILDFIRE
• Be careful! Human activity causes 95 percent of wildfires.
• Planning on a campfire? First make sure campfires
are allowed at your location.
• Get a campfire permit where required.
• “Drown, stir and feel” to make sure a campfire is
completely out.
• Target shooting and hunting can cause fires.

KNOW EMERGENCY ROUTE OUT
• Plan ahead! Know exit routes in case you need to evacuate.

Hot sparks and campfires
put everyone at risk

• Ask a local ranger or fire station staff if you don’t
know exit routes.
• Go early if an evacuation warning is issued.
• Give firefighters space to do their job.
• If trapped, stay calm. Call 911. If possible, find an area
free of vegetation, or a ditch or depression in level ground,
lie face down and cover your body.

Local Firewise Communities & Fire
Safe Council of Nevada County
530-272-1122
www.AreYouFireSafe.com
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Visit ReadyForWildfire.org to learn
more about being prepared for wildfire.
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Assistance for Forest Landowners
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) is a federal agency that
emphasizes voluntary, science-based assistance to help private
forest landowners. The NRCS promotes and informs private
forest landowners about forestry practices that can improve
growth, reduce risk, and improve forest health. Many of these
practices can be cost-shared through Farm Bill programs.
CONSERVATION PLANNING
The NRCS works with forest landowners to develop a
conservation plan customized to meet the owner’s objectives
for their land. The conservation plan will address resource
concerns and propose improvements that can be voluntarily
implemented on the landscape. Conservation planning
provides direction to forest landowners to achieve goals and
improve natural resources.
HEALTHY FORESTS
Forest health is a very broad term. Many forests are both
healthy and productive. A number of concerns have been
identified as major forestry problems. These include fire
and fuels, invasion of non-native and native pests, loss of
biodiversity, air pollution, water quality and quantity, and
degraded riparian forests. Many forest stands have too many
trees per acre or contain a disproportionate amount of shrubs
in the understory. This competition for light, nutrients, and
water, leaves forests extremely susceptible to disease, insect
damage, increases the risk of catastrophic fire, reduces
productivity, and provides poor quality wildlife habitat as well
as limited recreational opportunities.
FUEL HAZARD REDUCTION
Forests and woodlands make up about 42 percent of
California, and half of that portion is in private ownership.
Many of these acres are overstocked and at risk of wildfire
damage. California, and many of our neighboring states,
have experienced abnormally dry conditions. These adverse
conditions have fueled severe wildfires that are challenging
our natural resources.

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY INCENTIVES PROGRAM (EQIP)
The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) is a
voluntary conservation program that promotes production
and environmental stewardship as compatible goals. EQIP
shares conservation costs with landowners to implement
conservation practices on the landscape. The Conservation
Stewardship Program (a separate program) can help forest
landowners obtain even higher levels of environmental
enhancements.
HOW TO APPLY
Contact the local NRCS office, (530) 272-3417 x 3. We will
discuss with you your concerns on your property. We will make
an appointment with you to visit your property to evaluate
your resource concerns. Eligible projects will be evaluated,
prioritized, and selected for funding as budget allocations
permit.

TYPICAL NRCS FOREST
CONSERVATION ACTIVITIES:
• Forest Stand Improvement
• Tree and Shrub Planting
• Brush Management
• Herbaceous Weed Control
• Fuel Break
• Sediment Reduction from Roads
and Trails
• Obstruction Removal
• Tree Shrub Pruning

Without effective management, understory plants compete with trees for water, nutrients, and sunlight.

Dense forest before November 2015

Forest after thinning, November 2016

Forest with Scotch broom before, November 2016

Forest after Scotch broom removed, June 2017

FOREST LANDOWNER ASSISTANCE
NRCS conservationists can assist forest landowners with
management decisions as well as providing technical and
financial assistance to improve forest health, and reduce the
impacts of catastrophic wildfires. In more than 75 years of
assisting forest landowners, NRCS has assembled a body of
technical standards to help producers address a large number
of natural resource concerns.
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Emergency Preparedness Guide & Evacuation Plan

This Information May Help Save Your Life In An Emergency-Keep for Future Use!
Is An Emergency Plan Really Necessary?

Nevada County has the potential for many natural disasters with wildland fire being the number
one hazard our community has had to deal with in the past, and will have to deal with in the
future. However, a variety of other emergencies, such as, heavy rains, high winds, snow storms,
extreme heat or cold weather, flooding, earthquakes, hazardous material releases, and even acts
of terrorism are all possible. This emergency preparedness guide is being provided, so you will be
better informed and may prepare well ahead of time to take care of yourself, your loved ones, pets,
and your neighbors.

Annual Pre-Emergency Planning

❏❏ Agree in advance what family members
should do if they are away from home
when an emergency strikes.

online access from anywhere.
❏❏ Check flashlights and replace batteries
regularly.

❏❏ Establish a meeting place away from
❏❏
your neighborhood to reconnect with
loved ones.
❏❏
Our meeting place is: 			
						
					
❏❏
❏❏ Become familiar with more than one
evacuation route from your home.
❏❏
❏❏ If underage children will be home
without access to transportation, create
an emergency exit strategy and arrange ❏❏
for a trusted neighbor or friend to take
care of them.
❏❏
❏❏ Ask an out-of-state friend or relative to
be your emergency contact because
during a disaster, it is often easier to
❏❏
call long distance than make a local call.
Everyone should be instructed to call
this person with their location. In the
❏❏
event of a disaster we will call: 		
						
❏❏
					___
❏❏ Plan how to care for your pets and
livestock.
❏❏ Check and restock emergency supplies
(see 4-day event.)
❏❏ Identify the location of important
documents such as wills, insurance
policies, passports, social security
cards, immunization records, and don’t
forget the family photos.
❏❏ Update household inventory with a
video/photograph of house/personal
effects for insurance annually.
❏❏ Keep important computer files on a
memory stick, store in a safety deposit
box, or email directory or cloud for

Check portable water and chemical fire
extinguishers.
Affix a wrench to the propane tank for
quick access to shut off gas in the event
of an emergency.
During fire season, maintain vehicles
with more than a half a tank of gasoline.
Keep gutters and roofs clean of leaves
and pine needles.
Create and maintain 100 feet (and more
on steep slopes) of defensible space
around your home.
Stack firewood at least 30 feet from
house.
Service (top off gas) and test emergency
backup generator and water pump
regularly.
Check garden hoses and store near
water faucets.
Check address, water supply and
generator signage.

❏❏ Have your street name clearly marked
to help fire crews find your home.
❏❏ Have a reflective house number sign
posted at the road to quickly direct
emergency crews to your home.
❏❏ Check to ensure you have adequate
insurance coverage.
❏❏ Replace stored water and food at least
every six months.

WHAT TO HAVE IN YOUR 4-DAY
HOME SURVIVAL KIT
In a large plastic container with lid,
store the following items:
❏❏ A good first aid kit
❏❏ One gallon of drinking water per person and pets, per day for
4 days
❏❏ Freeze-dried and canned food – make it a variety and include
hand operated can opener
❏❏ Items required for infants or small children such as diapers,
formula & bottles
❏❏ Flashlights, candles, oil lamps with lamp oil or lanterns
❏❏ Large box of wooden matches
❏❏ Camping stove with fuel (cook only in well ventilated areas!)
❏❏ Battery operated radio with extra batteries
❏❏ Non-electronic telephone (old style phones without power cord
will operate without electricity).
❏❏ Cards, games, books and other things to keep your mind busy –
it can get very boring!
❏❏ Remember, you will still have all the amenities of your home
such as hygiene supplies, warm clothes and blankets. Just think
of it as “Camping at Home.”

Evacuation Planning
Emergency services are overtaxed in all disasters and it takes
time and additional resources to get help to those in need. In other
words, you want to be prepared to take care of yourself – potentially
for days. Successful evacuations require good planning and great
coordination – amongst families, neighborhoods, communities
and agencies. Let us help you NOW to start planning for future
emergencies. Specific neighborhood guides are also available online
at www.areyoufiresafe.com under the Get Fire Smart section or
by going to following site: http://www.mynevadacounty.com/1312/
Emergency-Preparedness-Guides

❏❏ Two escape routes from our home are:
1.									
									
									

❏❏ Test your smoke detectors and carbon
monoxide detectors monthly and
change batteries at least once a year.

2.									

❏❏ Hold a family meeting to review your
emergency plan on an annual basis.

									

									

7

SUGGESTED ITEMS TO TAKE IN AN EMERGENCY EVACUATION
Prioritize choices based upon the time you have to evacuate.

Emergency Items
___
___
___
___

Cell Phone/Charger
Flashlight/Batteries
Portable Radio/Batteries
Cameras, Computers & Back Up Disk

Family

Documents

Jewelry

Toiletries

___ Driver’s / Marriage Licenses
___ Proof Of Insurance
___ Birth Certificates And Passports

___ Valuable Jewelry
___ Military Medals

___ Soap, Towels, Toothbrush/Toothpaste
___ Shaving Articles
___ Sanitary Devices

Money

___ Photos Albums/Videos
___ Family Bible

___ Family Heirlooms/Keepsakes

___ Checking And Savings Books
___ Purse/Wallet With Credit Cards/Cash

Pets

Medications

___ ID Tags, Medications, Leashes,
Food & Pet Carriers For Each Animal

___ P
 rescriptions, Analgesics, 1st Aid Kit
___ G
 lasses/Contacts, Dentures,
Hearing Aids

Sentimental

Food And Water (For 4-7 Days)
___ Water (1 Gal. Per Person & Pet Per Day)
___ Non-Perishable, Ready-To-Eat Food
___ Manual Can Opener

Clothing
___
___
___
___

Clothes For Each Person Warm/Cold
Extra Shoes/Boots
Sleepwear
Infant Supplies & Toys

Additional Items To Take
___ Reading Material
___ Recreational Items

IF AN EVACUATION IS ANNOUNCED
HOW YOU MAY BE NOTIFIED
Fire and law enforcement will do their best to notify everyone when to leave via the
CodeRED system. CodeRED will contact residents by neighborhood via home and cell
phones, to direct them where to go. There is no possible way they can reach everyone.
It is imperative that you tune into local media for up to the minute information.

HOW TO STAY INFORMED
• KVMR 89.5FM or 105.1FM IS NEVADA COUNTY’S EMERGENCY INFORMATION
STATION
• KNCO 830AM or STAR 94.1FM
• VIA THE INTERNET – www.yubanet.com or www.theunion.com
• Listen for fire and law enforcement announcements in your neighborhood.
• Keep your home phone available for emergency evacuation information.
• Call CAL FIRE, Fire Information at (530) 823-4083.
• Do not call 911 for information – only call if you have an emergency to report.
The Nevada County Office of Emergency Services (OES) offers additional ways for
Nevada County residents to be notified of emergencies. If you have a residential or
business phone number utilizing AT&T, your phone number is already accessible as part
of the public safety data base. If you desire to be notified via your AT&T residential or
business phone only, no action is required on your part.
In order to be notified by the county’s Emergency Notification System via your
cable service phone line, Voice over IP (VoIP), cell phone, cell phone text messaging, or
personal email, residents will need to manually add their information to the emergency
notification data base. You may also add family members to receive notices.

REGISTER YOUR CELL PHONE FOR LOCAL EMERGENCY
NOTIFICATIONS NOW!
To assure your additional contact information is included, go to the
Nevada County OES website:

http://www.mynevadacounty.com/nc/igs/oes/
Look for the CodeRED link and input your information.
The emergency notification system will only be activated by County
Public Safety Personnel to send emergency messages.

For additional questions or comments, contact the Nevada County Office of
Emergency Services at oes@co.nevada.ca.us or 530-265-1515.

2-1-1 NEVADA COUNTY & DISASTER RESPONSE

Dialing 2-1-1 is a free service that provides citizens with critical non-emergency
assistance such as: Information on evacuation routes; mass care shelter/housing
options; food and water; social services; family reunification status; animal evacuation
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information; traffic and road closures; and school and work closures. 2-1-1 programs are
designed and have been used to relieve pressure on the 9-1-1 system and emergency
response teams by providing an easy number for citizens to call for non-emergency
needs. Remember, when a disaster strikes here in Nevada County and you need nonemergency information, Dial 2-1-1 to find the help you need.

WHEN AN EVACUATION IS
ANNOUNCED – LEAVE IMMEDIATELY
Numerous civilians have died by evacuating too late. Wildland fires move quickly
and change direction depending on weather conditions and fuel load. Don’t stay to save
your home because so often, he who does becomes a statistic. Emergency conditions can
change rapidly, getting the most current information is your best tool in knowing how to
react.

STAY CALM & FOLLOW DIRECTIONS
This Emergency Preparedness Guide and Evacuation Plan cannot predict all possible
evacuation scenarios. Each incident presents unique problems and may require
alternative evacuation routes. You may be directed into green zones, such as irrigated
pastures, golf courses, or orchards as a temporary measure for your protection. This
makes it imperative that you listen to and follow all directions. Don’t wait to be notified
to evacuate - if you think it is time to evacuate, you are probably correct.

ONCE OUT – STAY OUT
Once out, you will not be allowed back into your home until the evacuation order is
lifted. This is for your safety and the safety of firefighters, as well as reducing the chance
of looting.
There are countless things to be aware of during and after a fire or other emergency.
A few to be aware of are:

• Emergency Equipment
• Emergency Personnel
• Reduced Visibility From Smoke

• Downed Power Lines
• Falling Trees And Limbs
• Rolling Rocks

ANIMAL EVACUATIONS
Listen to local media for the locations to which animals are being evacuated.
Pets/animals are not allowed at shelters except for official disabled persons’ assistance
animals. Owners are responsible for locating placement for pets/animals during an
evacuation. For animal specific evacuation planning visit the FEMA Ready website at http://
www.ready.gov/animals. If time allows for an orderly evacuation, assistance for animal
evacuation may be coordinated through the Nevada County Office of Emergency Services.

EVACUATION ORDER CHECKLIST
Because the time available to you may change in a moments notice, start with the first priority.
Secure People, Pets and Structure - as time allows. Refer to local emergency plans for additional information.
Time Available Priority

Task

0-10 Minutes

1

Load your medications, important documents, supplies and pets into vehicle.

2

Park car in driveway facing out with keys in ignition for a quick exit. Disconnect automatic garage door opener for quick access by emergency personnel

3

Close windows, vents, doors, venetian blinds or non-combustible window coverings and drapes.

4

Shut off gas at the meter. Turn off propane tanks including BBQ and other portable tanks. After fire threat passes call gas company to
re-establish service if assistance is needed. Affix wrench to propane tank for quick access to shut off gas during an emergency.

5

Close fireplace screens and/or doors.

6

Move flammable furniture, doormats, brooms and other flammable items into the center of the home away from windows and glass doors.

7

Turn on a light in each room to increase the visibility of your home in heavy smoke.

8

Erect ladders against house and place fire-fighting tools (rake, shovel, chainsaw) in front of house.

9

Place combustible patio furniture inside or at least 30 feet away from structure.

10

Connect garden hoses to outside taps and sprinklers.

11

If available, set up portable gasoline powered pump.

12

If combustible materials are present, place lawn sprinklers on the roof and near above-ground fuel tanks and wet down. Do not leave
sprinklers unattended; turn off when you leave your home.

13

Wet or remove shrubs within 30 feet of home.

14

Seal attic and ground vents with pre-cut plywood or heavy aluminum foil.

15

Fill garbage cans and buckets with water and place in front of house.

16

Protect water sources – wet down pump house, clear flammable vegetation away from supply infrastructure.

17

Implement evacuation of livestock.

10 Min. to 1
Hour

1 Hour to 4
Hours

EVACUATION DESTINATION
❏❏
❏❏
❏❏
❏❏
❏❏
❏❏
❏❏

 ollow instructions and cooperate with emergency personnel. There are multiple community evacuation
F
destinations to which you may be directed and the location may not be the closest to your home.
Notify an out of area contact person to inform them of your location and status.
Leave a note with your emergency contact information and out of area contact on your refrigerator or
kitchen table in the event emergency crews need to contact you.
Take only essential vehicles – the more vehicles, the more congestion on the road. Larger vehicles such
as horse trailers and RVs clog evacuation routes and endanger everyone’s life.
Put on long trousers, heavy shoes, cotton long sleeve shirts, gloves and scarf – No polyester/synthetics –
it melts!
Stay clear of any downed power lines and poles. Always assume they are live!
Early evacuation in the face of a life-threatening wildfire is the single most important thing a resident may
do to protect lives. History has shown that individuals who chose to stay and fight a wildland fire soon
understand that they were not prepared to be a firefighter. If you are trapped by fire, please refer to the
Fire Entrapment checklist.

POSSIBLE EVACUATION
CENTERS/SHELTERS:
Listen to local media for evacuation center destinations.
Examples of American Red Cross shelters in Nevada
County:
• The Fairgrounds (unless there is a large event taking
place such as the County Fair or Draft Horse Classic.)
• Nevada Union High School.
• The Red Cross shelter at the First Baptist Church
across from Nevada Union High School.
• The Grass Valley Veterans Hall.
NOTE: The chosen shelter will be announced via all
available media outlets based on current emergency
conditions.

FIRE ENTRAPMENT CHECKLIST
The best advice is to just leave early. You are strongly
urged to evacuate when advised, or if in doubt, just get
out. Due to the unpredictability of wildland fire, there is
always the possibility that you may become cut-off from
escape and trapped at your home. The following is a
guide we have developed may help save your life.

Remember, one of the first things to go is electricity.
You won’t have the garden hose to help you if you are
on a well without a backup power supply. Legally, you
may stay and protect your home. However, your home
should be very well prepared for a wildfire. It is strongly
recommended you evacuate whenever possible. During
a wildfire event, there will NOT be a fire engine available

to protect every home. Defending your property from
wildfire may take many hours of strenuous activity. You
must be physically and emotionally able to provide for
your safety during the emergency. Unfortunately, most
people are not. You may be placed in a situation that
demands you stay due to the inability to safely evacuate.
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FIRE ENTRAPMENT CHECKLIST
1. REMAIN CALM – an approaching wildfire will be extremely loud, create extreme
5. DURING the fire: go inside the home if it becomes too hot to stay outside. The
heat and smoke and likely evoke fear and panic as it reaches your home. The
skin on your ears and hands will alert you that conditions have become too hot to
duration of the fire front varies by vegetation type and density. Generally, grassland
survive outside. When you feel it has become too hot for you, go inside to take
vegetation environments typically burn for 10 minutes, brush lands for 20 minutes
shelter. Take all fire fighting equipment inside with you, including hoses, rakes,
and timber for over an hour.
shovels and water supplies. Stay inside your house while the fire front passes
around the house and look out for burning embers landing inside the home;
2. Before the fire front arrives, identify SAFETY ZONES. A simple definition of a
extinguish any spot fires. Do not shelter in a part of your home that does not
SAFETY ZONE is: an area used for escaping a wildfire that is clear of flammable
allow you to see the progress of the fire. If your home catches fire and you are
materials. Examples include irrigated pastures or golf courses, parking lots, large
unable to extinguish what has now become a structure fire – go outside onto burnt
ponds and any other area that will not support combustion.
ground after the fire front has passed (or go to your auxiliary safety zone); Keep
well away from the radiant heat that is being generated from the structure fire. Do
3. Your home will serve as your primary SHELTER from the fire front.
not return into the house for any reason.
4. BEFORE the fire arrives: dress in protective clothing (long sleeve cotton shirt,
heavy pants, vibrum soled boots, shut all windows and doors to prevent smoke
and flames from entering the house; move furniture away from windows to help
prevent embers that enter the house through a broken window from igniting
furniture inside of home; place a ladder next to home; fill bathtub and buckets
for putting out small fires; cover your face with a cotton handkerchief to protect
yourself from smoke inhalation; place wet blankets or towels around window and
door edges inside the house to stop smoke and embers from entering.

6. A
 FTER the fire front has passed: continue to wear your personal protective
clothing; after main fire front passes, go outside again as soon as it is safe; inspect
the perimeter of the home and extinguish any spot fires; water down the outside
of the home and vegetation; continue to look for small fires from burning embers
for many hours after the fire front has passed.
7. L
 OOK for burning embers: inside and on the roof; under the floor boards; under
house crawl spaces; on decks and patios; window ledges and door sills; roof lines
and gutters; outdoor furniture; doormats; garden beds and mulch; wood piles;
sheds or other outbuildings.

4. BEFORE the fire arrives OUTSIDE the home: check water supplies around your
home and fill any available containers; remove garden furniture, doormats and
other loose items that could trap embers; hose down the structure and 30 feet of
8. COMMUNICATE your status to your out of area contact so your family knows you
vegetation surrounding it; block downspouts and fill rain gutters with water; actively
are safe.
patrol your property for any embers blowing in from the fire front and extinguish
with wet mops, buckets, backpack sprayers or fire pump; turn on your irrigation
Work with your neighbors and your community to prepare for a wildfire. It is not
system if available; continue to monitor media outlets for updates on the fire.
a matter of IF another WILDFIRE will happen in Nevada County, but WHEN and
WHERE it will strike. BE PREPARED YEAR ROUND!

CHECKLIST FOR RETURNING HOME AFTER A FIRE
Unfortunately, a fire has passed through your area and considerable damage may have been done.
To ensure your safety as your return, please keep these precautions in mind.

CHECKLIST FOR RETURNING
HOME AFTER A FIRE

Unfortunately a fire has passed through your area and
considerable damage may have been done. To ensure your
safety as you return, please keep these precautions in mind.

When returning to your property check for:

❏❏ Trees, brush and rocks which may be weakened or
loosened by fire. Trees and brush weakened by fire
may lose limbs or fall. Rocks loosened by fire may
roll and crumble. If rocks have rolled down a slope,
expect more to follow.
❏❏ Debris or damage from fire on roads and driveways.
❏❏ Debris on the road near your home and in your
driveway. Clearing the debris to the edge of your
driveway and removing it later will help keep your
home safe from fire.
❏❏ Utility poles weakened by fire.

At your property, check for fire or fire damage:

❏❏ Hot embers in rain gutters, on the roof, under decks,
crawl spaces and under overhangs.
❏❏ Hot embers in wood piles, debris piles and lawn.
❏❏ If well or pump-house is in working order
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❏❏ If your electrical service has not been interrupted you
may continue to use your power for such things as
pumping water, etc.

If your utility services are off, check for burned
service equipment and facilities:

all appliances are turned off, there is no fire damage to
your building and the meter does not have any visible
damage you may turn on the main circuit breaker, or
contact your utility company for assistance.
❏❏ Check if the phone is working.
❏❏ Check if security system and alarms are working.
❏❏ Use flashlights to help inspect your home and
surrounding area.

❏❏ Is there damage to the gas meter, gas lines, or
propane tank. If there is ANY visible damage DO NOT
attempt to repair or turn on these services. Call your
local propane or utility company for assistance.
❏❏ Look at the electric meter. If there is any visible
damage DO NOT ATTEMPT to turn the breaker on.
Call your local utility company for assistance.
❏❏ If there are electrical wires on the ground STAY
CLEAR, CONSIDER THEM ENERGIZED and contact
your local utility company immediately.
❏❏ Beware of metal fences – they may be energized by
downed power lines that are away from view.

Fire – stay away and report condition to a local fire or law
enforcement official in the area or call 911.
Damaged Utility Equipment – report electrical problems
or damaged equipment to your local utility company.
Gas Leaks – Report gas service problems to your local
supplier.
Other – Report any other safety issues or emergencies to
911.

When you have secured safety outside your
home, check inside for fire or fire damage:

After checking your property, continue to use
caution and note outdoor conditions:

❏❏ Embers in the attic, which may have entered
through vents.
❏❏ If electricity is off, before turning it on, check all
appliances to ensure they are off. Once you are sure

If you find any of these conditions:

❏❏ Trees and poles with deep charring, particularly if still
smoking should be considered hazardous.
❏❏ Smoldering holes in the ground can be full of hot
coals.
❏❏ White ash is evidence of hot material.

BLM Inimim Forest
fuels reduction project
The primary purpose is to create healthy forest conditions and reduce the fire
danger on two parcels of forested public land within the ‘Inimim Forest. These
parcels are Shields Camp (272 acres) and Bear Tree (74 acres). Contract crews started
cutting in April of this year. Crews will be thinning stands of brush, and trees that are
potential ladder fuels. The slash will then be piled to be burned at a later time.
BLM encourages all landowners to “Take Responsibility” of the hazardous fuels on
their property and maintain a minimum of 100’ defensible spaces around their homes.
To obtain a wood cutting permit to take down beetle killed trees on neighboring BLM
lands, visit https://www.blm.gov/contact/california Mother Lode Field Office.

Before Cutting

Nevada County
Sheriff’s Office
During fire season in California, it takes all of us, first
responders and the community, working together to
ensure everyone’s safety.
The Nevada County Sheriff’s Office (NCSO) works very
closely with Nevada County Office of Emergency Services
(OES) to ensure a proper response to wildfire.
Typically, fire emergency calls come into the NCSO’s
dispatch center and we relay that information to the closest
Fire Department and patrol units in the field. Our deputies
than notify residents door to door. We also, with our
OES partners, send notifications vis social media and the
CodeRED system as fire fighters and our deputies respond
to the scene of the emergency.
This is where the community can help. Sign up for
CodeRED notiications at the following link: https://www.
mynevadacounty.com/1293/CodeRED-Emergency-Alerts
During a fire we issue several types of notification:
immediate Evacuation Order, Evacuation Warning and
Shelter-In-Place. We will update those notifications as
needed. It’s important to realize when electricity, cell
phone towers and landlines are disrupted or damaged
during a fire some or all of these systems could fail.
Notifications are great, but they are not 100% effective.
One of the best things you can do is plan ahead.
Have a “go bag” ready so you can leave in an instant. Bags
should include clothing and anything your family needs for
a few days. Do you need warm or wet weather clothing? If
you park your car in the garage, make sure you are able to
open your garage manually. If you don’t know how or can’t,
maybe park outside.
Once evacuated and safe, our deputies will guard your
neighborhood. During last year’s fires, we had many false
reports of looting on social media. Remember, call 911 if
you suspect looting. False reports equal undue stress on
evcuees. Last year, we had zero confirmed thefts related to
fire evacuations.
After the incident, we want to get you home. But,
returning too early can cause traffic congestion, frustration
and safety concerns. We ask evacuees to be patient - our
top goal is getting you back into your home.

After Cutting
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FOR WILDFIRES IN THE FUTURE?

HOW DO WE ALL PREPARE
FOR WILDFIRES IN THE FUTURE?

In the face of extreme weather and an unprecedented fire season in 2017, the state, first responders and California’s energy
companies are all in agreement that we must work together to prevent and respond to wildfires and enhance infrastructure
resiliency. This “new normal” demands new and bold actions. PG&E is taking action and announcing a Community Wildfire
Safety Program that will bolster our wildfire prevention and emergency response measures.

“PG&E” refers to Pacific Gas and Electric Company, a subsidiary of PG&E Corporation.
©2018 Pacific Gas and Electric Company. All rights reserved. Paid for by PG&E shareholders.

WORKING TOGETHER.
•

“PG&E” refers to Pacific Gas and Electric Company, a subsidiary of PG&E Corporation.
©2018 Pacific Gas and Electric Company. All rights reserved. Paid for by PG&E shareholders.

Establish a Wildfire Safety Operations Center to monitor wildfire risks in “real-time” and coordinate prevention and
response efforts with first responders.
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•

Increase PG&E fire safety resources to protect our communities’ electric infrastructure, assist utility crews working in
high fire-danger areas and support first responders.

•
•

Over the longer term, space power lines farther apart to prevent line-on-line contact during wind storms.

Find out more at pgecommitment.com.

Partner with communities to develop and integrate microgrids to help improve electric service reliability and
resilience during major natural disasters.
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We know how essential energy is to our customers, and we are committed to providing the safest power possible during
periods of extreme weather. Now, more than ever, we all have a profound responsibility to partner on solutions that will

“PG&E” refers to Pacific Gas and Electric Company, a subsidiary of PG&E Corporation.
©2018 Pacific Gas and Electric Company. All rights reserved. Paid for by PG&E shareholders.

WORKING TOGETHER.
The Community Wildfire Safety Program is designed to help reduce wildfire threats and strengthen our communities
for the future. It includes the following important pillars:

Working together to establish
Fire Safety Zones around power lines
Nothing is more important
to us than keeping our
customers and communities
safe. We know how
much trees mean to our
communities, and we are
committed to working
together to ensure the right
trees are located in the right
places to help reduce wildfire
risks and improve public
safety.
Extreme weather events driven by climate change are causing unprecedented and unanticipated wildfires. That is why we are taking action with
a comprehensive Community Wildfire Safety Program across our service
area. We are bolstering wildfire prevention and emergency response
efforts, putting in place new and enhanced safety measures, and doing
more over the long term to harden our electric system to help reduce wildfire risks and to keep our customers safe.

ing vegetation under and around power lines that could act as fuel in case
of a wildfire. Vegetation, such as trees and brush, provided much of the
fuel for the devastating wildfires that have occurred in California the past
several years. That’s why we’re focused on reducing the amount of fuel
located near our power lines. These Fire Safety Zones:

Ensuring safe space between trees and power lines

•C
 an help slow the spread of fires and provide safe access for CAL FIRE
and local firefighters responding to wildfires

Our efforts include further augmenting our already rigorous vegetation
management practices to meet new state fire safety standards and, in
the highest wildfire risk areas, doing additional work to create Fire Safety
Zones around power lines to provide an added layer of protection.
This includes working together with our customers and communities to
manage trees, brush, and other vegetation that is located near or under
power lines and could pose a safety concern.

Establishing Fire Safety Zones
In the highest fire-threat areas across Northern and Central California, we
will be working with our customers to create Fire Safety Zones by remov-

•C
 reate safe space between power lines and trees and brush that can act
as fuel for wildfires

•E
 nhance defensible space around homes, businesses, and properties,
improving public safety

Working together with our customers
We look forward to working with our customers in high fire-threat areas to
share information, answer questions, and agree on plans for any necessary Fire Safety Zone work. PG&E contract arborists will conduct inspections and review with property owners any vegetation that needs to be
pruned or removed to establish a Fire Safety Zone. We appreciate our
customers’ partnership
13

Are you REALLY
ready for fire
season and
evacuations?
Have peace of mind this year by knowing you have done everything you can to survive a wildfire.
The easiest way to know you have effective defensible space is to get a free Defensible Space Advisory
Visit by a quality trained Fire Safe Council volunteer. Or complete this self-verification checklist.
After verifying you’re prepared, sit back, relax, and enjoy the beauty of a well-maintained landscape!
❑ YES! I have had my defensible space verified by the Fire Safe Council of Nevada
County and am prepared to evacuate my family in an emergency. CONGRATULATIONS!!

home warming fires may escape the chimney and cause limbs that are too close, or dry
leaves on the roof to ignite.

❑ Have you developed or reviewed your family’s emergency preparedness and
evacuation plan this year? Is your evacuation kit refreshed? Emergencies strike when
you least expect it. Think about the recent Oroville Dam citizen evacuation. They were
given an immediate order to leave. Having a good emergency plan in place that all
family members are familiar with, will make the event less stressful and help provide
for a safe and smooth exit. Many neighborhoods have special planning guides. Please
visit: http://www.mynevadacounty.com/nc/igs/oes/Pages/Community-EmergencyPreparedness-Guides.aspx for these individual neighborhood guides. Or use the
Nevada County Guide in this Prepare for Fire Season Guide.

❑ Is there 10 feet of clearance around your propane tank? Propane tanks are a
significant fuel source near your home. Proper safety clearance is required.

❑ Does your road and driveway have 12 feet of good surface with 10 feet of vegetation
management on both sides, and a 15 foot vertical clearance? Do you have a proper
turnaround area (hammerhead, bulbous or loop? This will allow good access for the fire
department or other emergency vehicles.
❑ Do you have a reflective address sign to clearly identify your property for an
emergency response? Moments matter when responding to medical aid calls in the
dark of night. Make sure it is EASY to find you!
❑ Have you removed all dead/dying leaves, pine needles, tree limbs, brush, and trees at
least 10 feet from your structure? Keeping fire away from your home structure will help
it withstand a wildfire.
❑ Have you cleaned your roof and rain gutters of all leaves and pine needles? Roofs
are one of the most susceptible areas of a home. Ensure you have a Class A fire-rated
roof on your home. The building code for fire-rated roofing was changed after Nevada
County’s catastrophic 49’er Fire. This is now required throughout the State of California.
This is how many homes burn in wildfires.
❑ Are all tree limbs a minimum of 10 feet from the chimney or stovepipe outlet? Is the
chimney or stovepipe screened or equipped with a collared spark arrestor? Embers from
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❑ Are all soffit and foundation vents screened with 1/8-inch metal wire mesh or a
metal baffled vent, to catch embers? Flying embers from wildfire may enter your home
through vents and cause the home to ignite.
❑ Are all woodpiles more than 30 feet from the structure – or covered with a fire-rated
tarp? Many homeowners use wood as a heating source that creates a hazard if stored
too close to the house. Unused piles that are stored next to the home create a fire
hazard and should either be moved outside the home ignition zone or covered with a
fire-rated tarp.
❑ Is there irrigation for landscaping around the structure? Keep your home ignition
zone either very lean of flammable material or well-irrigated, to decrease the chance of a
fire near your home.
❑ Does your home have stucco/stone/brick or cement board siding? Non-flammable
siding on your home will make it more difficult to burn. Building codes throughout
California would require you to install these construction features if you build a home
today in the Wildland Urban Interface.
❑ Do you have a cement, wood or Trex deck? Is it boxed in or open? Non-flammable
cement and tile decks are the best for withstanding fire, however, solid redwood,
cedar, and fir decks, perform very well provided they do not have wood, recycling, or
fuel containers stored under them. Decks that have been fully boxed in with plywood
provide added safety.
For detailed information on building products suitable for a high wildfire hazard area,
please visit http://www.fire.ca.gov/fire_prevention/fire_prevention_wildland_codes.php

RESOURCE DIRECTORY

Agencies to assist with fuel reduction, conservation
planning, & emergency preparedness.
Fire Safe Council of Nevada County (530) 272-1122
Nevada County Office of Emergency Services (530) 265-1515
Nevada County Resource Conservation District (530) 272-3417
Cal Fire – Regional Office – Auburn (530) 889-0111
Cal Fire Recorded Fire Incident Information (530) 823-4083
Tahoe National Forest (530) 265-4531
Bureau of Land Management (916) 941-3101
Nevada County Public Health Department (530) 265-7174
American Red Cross Capital Region (916) 993-7070
American Red Cross Northeastern Chapter (530) 673-1460

640 Coyote Street
Nevada City, CA 95959
(530) 265-4431
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Wildfire in California: The New Normal

The 2017 wildfire season in California was the most destructive in the State’s history. Over
9,000 fires burned approximately 1.3 million acres. Five of the most destructive individual fires
in State history also occurred in 2017. Costs of suppression, fire recovery, and insurance totaled
$180 billion dollars. This may be the New Normal.
The rise of wildfire activity in California can be attributed to many factors –most notably
decades of fire exclusion, drought, and climate change.

FIRE EXCLUSION
Historically, natural wildfire played an important role in forest heath and ecosystem
function. In the mixed-conifer forests of the Sierra Nevada, fire of various sizes created a mosaic
of different habitat conditions: Low- to medium-intensity fires typically consumed surface fuels
and killed small and susceptible trees. Larger, mature trees resisted these small and mediumsized fires with their needled crowns high above the flames. Occasional, high severity fire
would kill all the trees in an area, which drastically modified existing habitat but regenerated
the development of a new, young forest amongst other benefits.
Over the last century forest managers, government agencies, and community organizations
have implemented strict fire suppression in order to protect private property and natural
resources. Even the small fires were put out. This has resulted in a change in the natural
conditions: More surface fuels and “forest litter” occupy the forest than ever before. Young,
shade tolerant tree species grow beneath larger, older trees. These small and medium trees,
known as ladder fuels, can carry ground fires up into the crowns of mature trees resulting in
catastrophic, high-intensity fires of far greater magnitude.
DROUGHT
The last eight years has also seen drought ravage California. This drought, combined with
the new growth of younger, shade-tolerant tree species, means less water for all trees in
the forest. Just like a lowered immune systems in humans, drought-stressed trees are more
susceptible to disease and insect invasion. Since 2010, 102 million trees have succumbed to
bark beetle infestation and drought in California. Most of these trees died in 2015–2016 and
are concentrated in the Sierra Nevada Region. Large swaths of dead and dying trees increases
the risk of large, high-intensity wildfire.

CLIMATE CHANGE
2017 was also the warmest in California history. Hotter temperatures dry out forest
vegetation and fuels making it easier to burn. Along with fire exclusion and drought, rising
temperatures predispose Sierra Nevada forests to wildfire in the coming decades.
The National Forest Response
Across California, National Forests are responding to the New Normal with projects and
activities to increase the pace and scale of forest health and restoration. Healthy forests
that resemble natural conditions are more resilient to wildfire, drought, climate change,
disease, and insects. The main tools to increase forest resiliency are utilizing planned fires and
implementing forest health projects.
PLANNED FIRE
Using planned fire such as prescribed fire treatments can reduce the threat of high-intensity
wildfire by removing surface fuels, forest litter, and ladder fuels.
Planned fires also reduce smoke emissions from a single, large fire event. Prescribed fires
are ignited when meteorological conditions are conducive to good smoke dispersal. Frequent
prescribed burning also spreads out smoke emissions and the impact to human health when
compared to a single, high-intensity wildfire and smoke event.
The Tahoe National Forest has a growing prescribed fire program.
FOREST HEALTH PROJECTS
Forest health generally entail the selective thinning of Forest trees to more closely resemble
natural conditions. Mechanical treatments, hand thinning, and other methods are used
to accomplish this goal. A more natural density and dispersal trees throughout the forest
increases the health of each individual tree and while strengthening the forest’s resiliency to
drought, climate change, insects, and disease. These projects also increase wildlife habitat and
overall watershed health. The Western Nevada Community Defense Project is an example of
an ongoing forest health project occurring on the Tahoe National Forest.
Improving forest health and reducing wildfire risk to communities requires partnerships
among federal and state agencies, tribal governments, fire departments, communities,
nonprofits, and landowners.

DRONES NEAR WILDFIRES ARE NOT SAFE!
FLYING DRONES OR UAS (UNMANNED AIRCRAFT
SYSTEMS) WITHIN OR NEAR WILDFIRES WITHOUT
PERMISSION COULD CAUSE INJURY OR DEATH
TO FIREFIGHTERS AND HAMPER THEIR ABILITY
TO PROTECT LIVES, PROPERTY, AND NATURAL
CULTURAL RESOURCES.
FIRE MANAGERS MAY SUSPEND AERIAL FIREFIGHTING
UNTIL UNAUTHORIZED UAS LEAVE THE AREA,
ALLOWING WILDFIRE TO GROW LARGER.
CONTACT YOUR NEAREST LAND MANAGEMENT
AGENCY OFFICE TO LEARN MORE ABOUT UAS AND
PUBLIC LANDS.

BUREAU
OF LAND
MANAGEMENT
Take
Responsibility...
Protect your home.
Create 100 feet of
defensible space!

MOTHER LODE
FIELD OFFICE

takeresponsibility.cafirealliance.com

UNAUTHORIZED USE OF UNMANNED AIRCRAFT, ALSO KNOWN AS UAS, “DRONES,”
OR REMOTE CONTROLLED MODEL AIRCRAFT IN A FIRE AREA ENDANGERS THE
LIVES OF PILOTS AND FIREFIGHTERS. NEVER FLY AN UNMANNED AIRCRAFT OVER
OR NEAR FIRES.

